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=,IIERE arc few historical events recorded in America that arc more interesting
;» than that touching the consolidation of the “Five Nations” into onc vast con-
> federation, under the statesmanship of Hiawatha, nearly four centuries ago.

* In following up the history of this people we find them, subsequent to their
. alliance, engaged inall the carly colonial wars.  French and English colonists alike
feared, yet pandered to, this great
war-like nation, who at onec time
ruled the land from the Atlantic

sca-board to the Mississippi, and 2
from North Carolina to the great 2 :
lakes and river St. Lawrence. > P
That the R A g
remnant of v e ~ ¢
thisall-power- == g -

full  people

whooncedic-

tated terms i
to ecvery '
white and red
race on the !
continent, is,

in the pre-

sent day, a |
law abiding, A%
peaceful, =
semi-agricul-
tural nation,
occupying a

2 TN~ CoUNCIL HOUSE

V)

{7547 great portion of our own
/ county, and the!ladjoining

one of Haldimand, is telling
evidence of the Nincteenth
century march of advance-
ment, and the possibilities
of all intelligent races that
arc given opportunities of
absorbing what is best in
their sister-nations, whether
it be art, habit, or handi-
craft.

The English and the
Iroquois, as we know them
in the county of Brant,
have made a brotherly
exchange of many things,

£ 3 within the last few decades,
£ which happily bodes ioie
INDIAN FAIR, cgood to both nations than
Ocr, 1895. |

those crstwhile inter-
changes of musket shots
and tomahawks,  The Canadians have adopted the
Iroquois use of Indian corn as an almost national food.
The Iroquois national game of lacrosse has been
Canadianized, and although thirty ycars ago it was
absolutely unknown among the whites, it is to-day known the world over as Canada’s national

sport. Snow shocing, tobogganing, canocing, are all adaptations from the red man, who in his turn

has a_djustcd himself to civilized habits and customs, profiting by their excellences and, let us trust,

learning as little harm as possible from their imperfections.
b N ¢ ) It has been a long but astonishingly rapid lcap from the wigwam, and the council fire of a
THE WAR DANCE.' century ago, to the neat little, well-ordered, govcrnmcntal building, known as the *“Six Nations

ment, its strange happenings in Canadian politics, the Iro .‘U”Ul_ House,” at Ohsweken, yet through all that time with its changes in the Imperial parlia-
of Hiawatha, unshaken, ufadulterated. unaltered. 5 bvi quois nation have held their system of government intact. It stands to-day, as it stood in the days
g pe SreY : o . : . .
: ‘dl' a, 1, MHacy ) cd, a iving monument to the magnificent statesmanship of the man who conceived it, and carried it, and cul-
mma}c it before ever the white man had entered the depths of America’s forest lands d
The Indian reserve on : rive S i - . . o .
of the river from its sofu‘cc tf)hl.cts(x}]::‘)‘&?hllt\gcr tllastcl\\’ll1dlqd_ from what was the first Imperial grant, that is, the lands that lay for six miles in depth on each side
5 » toa tract comprising but fifty-two thousand acres, the greater portion of which is under cultivation, for unlike western

tribes the Iroquois have shown a great aptitude for agri f ; p s : : -
: : el g a griculture, as those w /is s ; ; : g om i b : 3
ing at the village of Ohsweken will readily testify. > who have visited their annual industrial exhibition in the spacious agricultural build

The little village of Ohsweken is of much interest to tl
held, and the affairs of the nation discussed and
great council of the confederation.

The present council house was erected in 1863 and since th
ious localities. At one time the council house was at the now v
desolated buildings on Tutela Heights.  Inaddition to the O
for the Cayugas, the other for the Onondagas.

l' e visitor, bci_ng as it is the scat of the Six Nations’ government, where the local *“parliament” is
disposed of by the lincal descendants of Hiawatha'’s “ Fifty-two Noble families,” who comprised the first

at time has been in constant usage. Prior to that ycar various buildings were used in var-
illage of ]_V[lddlcport, and in yet carlier times some asscrt it was onc of the ancient, and now-
Thes |1S}VCFCI1 council house, there are two others devoted to the exclusive use of the Pagan indians, one
tive old tribes, where they hold their various reli r]_CbC‘]E:;tCI‘ buildings are called *“Long Houses,” and are in reality the places of worship of these two conserva-
. oo, 3 d thetr glous dances and festivals throughout the year, worshipping in the exquisite beauty of “Pagan” faith, and
simple belief in the “Great Spirit,” that wondrous ful > 2 WS EPPLUE, : 2 :
sstraige thent ftom, whose love o ¢ g peaceful, large-hearted God of the unchristianized indian, that God that they belicve no sin can really
bope gtk o Ju e ill-thou:}\;tor xsft 1(1:‘115, it matters not how unworthy they may be, that God that is pleased with the simple dances and feasts of his
; ght or feeling towards them, and who has for souls and bodies after death, whether they be bad or good, limitless

reaches of Happy Hunting gr fouc . . - Uy e .
God ad man.[ Py g grounds, and through all cternity the happy atmosphere known only where an everlasting “ Pcace-Pipe” is in daily use between

But in ca imes sti : . G 5 i
ut in carly times the dances of the domesticated Iroquois were not always the outcome of religious zeal and good-fellowship with the Great Spirit ; for

< ore - he H p
é\()xlr:g:gra l;illg\r/ g‘(:)rscxLz\itlt;(rtg:r(:l'“till;lx:;l\f\llll::lljcscil bt?n((ll' of glght or ten thousand Iroquois warriors chose to don their war paint, and set forth cc:nqucring and to
colors of the Mohawks. | ot miles aorom el o IES, ccorated with the ominous streaks of black and red, mecaning “Blood and Death,” always the war
the Georgian bay. and the iy fowde fathcrcoun“rydc}(’).ulc! their terrible war cries be heard, and the hated Huron crouched fearfully in his wigwam beside
et and amniss Foll battle S¥termbnated | it Crojbfl imself to no purpose, when the Iroquois roused with a justire, impassioned by a taunt, marched north
overlook Penctanauishenc.  Now It o 2cauit an 2 uron, lt?av111g the little christian hamlet a desolation,and dancing a triumphant war dance on the hills that
im0 ur LusT e strents. wae bbb og. he ancctst.ors of those calm-cyed Indian men, of thosc low-voiced, gentle-faced women,who on market days
and tl?c “ ashes of their fathgrq W rminet the in:': (rlé‘xvcfst, most intrepid and valiant warriors known to the history of ic world ; men who dcfcndqd their country
ot st D 2y En”l;nd's ey, \V()Ozlldbbo :li great all-conquering race; men who fought, and bled, and died to hold the western continent against an
hilato sSbjcct—thcn s ! absors theie Dlood t}l: ] attj_c .anc% fall to-day, were their own mother country threatened with a power that would cventually anni-
fcrocivty n. Blodd fittiss i the brchr S cfertra itions, their nation, until naught promises to remain save a memory. The Iroquois got a bad name for
iin, and Shak Thay wat, she. Fasneck 0¥ thg]\ (}) l mcrllcc;m history, but I can tell you, reader, that those Indian warriors were savage with a righteous patriot-
whole divilizediworld wadld hive hisked b o I\:lg Shwor by the way they contended and wrestled to retain their forcst homes, their game, their gods.  The
adh erhags tha anceator b i quict-nnnncrcdal d.ey not loved the land and fought fiercely for the soil where their ancestors were born, and lived and dicd,
deep. in the blood of Frehich and En lisl; iy n lgni‘\yho any day you might sec in our streets, was once an indomitable war-stained brave, standing ankle
b ey et Ul s s scgttcrcd )2 L;‘b, ghting with the desperate savagery, born only of the pre-monition of a lost cause, a lost land, a lost con-
b im conqucr(b)rs A'nd b )5! t}c})pg ncvcr‘agam to bc. a nation, and then, with the ngblcst of that n}nlltary valor, in a&cr years linking his fate
b e B omknd o R Ho e E)Vith(t!hci'? stﬂrangqst\ of all things has happened, that to this very Iroquois who fought and killed your own ancestors,
T e e r sons ‘ag?ra_mst the colonists, perhaps to this very man who fought so fiercely for his own country, then with such
1e british flag, you owe the possession of your peaceful home in Canada’to-day. IE. PAULINE JOHNSTON.



